Use alternatives to toxic clean-
ing products. Purchase products
labeled “non-toxic.” Use baking
soda mixed with water as an all-
purpose cleaner instead of com-
mercial products made of harsh
chemicals. Use a solution of
vinegar and water to produce
streak-free windows and mirrors
without harmful vapors or odors.

Don't be a litter bug. Trash on
the beach or in gutters can end
up in local waters where it may
injure or even kill marine animals.
Please dispose of trash properly,
and recycle plastic bags at major
grocery stores.

Properly dispose of household
hazardous waste. Instead of
putting batteries, fluorescent
bulbs, paint, solvents, oil, pesti-
cides or other household hazard-
ous waste items in the trash or
down the drain, bring them to the
Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Facility.

Do not flush medicines. The
chemicals found in many medica-
tions can pass through our sew-
age treatment process and end
up in the Sound, where they may
harm aquatic life. Instead, ask
your pharmacy if it has a take-
back program or place them in
the trash, out of reach of children
and pets.

Prevent fats, oil and grease
from going down the drain.
Grease can clog pipes and po-
tentially cause an overflow that
may release sewage to the envi-
ronment. Instead, collect oil and
grease in a sealed container and
put it in the trash, or contact
Standard Biodiesel at (206) 388-
3869 for information on drop-off
sites or for home/business pick-

up.

Sources: EPA, www kingcounty.gov
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Why We Need Strong
Special Purpose
Districts

Special Purpose Districts can be
one of the most efficient forms of
government.

Special Purpose Districts have
clearly defined missions, provide
quality service at an affordable cost,
and typically involve very little bu-
reaucracy.

Special Purpose Districts are gov-
erned by an elected Board of Com-
missioners, making the Districts a
representative form of government.

Special Purpose Districts have
high accountability standards, and
answer to the voters who elect their
boards of commissioners and the
customers who use their services.

Special Purpose Districts are re-
quired to submit annual financial re-
ports and audits to the State. The
oversight ensures that special dis-
tricts are run in a fiscally responsible
manner.

Special Purpose Districts use rev-
enues wisely to invest in their infra-
structure systems, improve local ser-
vices, plan for the future, and main-
tain affordable rates and charges.

Special Purpose Districts can di-
rectly link costs to services provided,
hence there is a more direct correla-
tion between funding and services
received. General purpose local gov-
ernments such as cities and towns
levy general taxes to pay for an ar-
ray of public services. Taxpayers
often do not perceive that the ser-
vices they receive are directly relat-
ed to the amount of taxes they pay.
In a Special Purpose District, only
those who benefit from District ser-
vices pay for them. Those who do
not benefit do not pay.

A number of agencies provide utility and
emergency services in the City of Shoreline.

—_—
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sanitary vs. storm sewers

Cut out and post this list as a quick
reference phone guide.

A quarterly publication of
news and information for
customers of Ronald
Wastewater District

Shoreline Fire Department - Emergency 911

Non-Emergency (206) 533-6500 no sewer rate increase

Shoreline Police Department - Emergency 911 Slele SEET Rspenesiiicy

Non-Emergency (206) 296-3311 special purpose districts

Ronald Wastewater District (Sanitary Sewer) - help protect the sound
After Hours Emergency (206) 533-0177 / Business

Hours (206) 546-2494

Working With You for 60 Years

of Environmental Stewardship (i el e el

Shoreline Water District (Water Service generally

East of I-5) (206) 362-8100 On October 18th, 2011

' eattle Public Utilities (SPU) recently mailed a

s slesies Bosrd ol San Itary VS . Storm Sewe I's S flyer to residents and businesses in Shoreline
titled ‘A Side Sewer Saga’ regarding side sew-

ers and ratepayer responsibility. SPU distributed this
flyer in Shoreline in error. The flyer gave the impres-
sion that ratepayers in Shoreline receive their sewer
service from SPU, and that side sewers are the rate-
payer’s responsibility from the building to the sewer

mainline in the middle of the street. This is incorrect.

There are actually two types of sewers: sanitary sew-
ers and storm sewers, and the two perform completely
different functions.

West of I-5) Emergency (206) 386-1800 / Non- Commissioners of Ronald

Emergency SPU Residential (206) 684-3000 or
SPU Business (206) 684-5800

Wastewater District: Arnie
Lind, Art Wadekamper,

and Brian Carroll, decided

A sanitary sewer is defined as a system of under-
ground pipe networks, manholes, clean outs, and
wastewater treatment facilities designed for the collec-
tion and treatment of wastewater (or sewage) from
commercial, industrial, and residential structures and is
usually not designed to handle storm water.

Puget Sound Energy (Natural Gas)

Emergency 911 / Non-Emergency (888) 225-5773 not to increase the sewer

rate for 2012. Your sewer

Ronald Wastewater District provides sewer service to
all homes & businesses in Shoreline (except for the
Highlands) and in our District the ratepayer’s side sew-
er responsibility is from the home or business to the
District's 6" stub (usually closer to the property line).

If you have any sewer questions please contact the
District office at 206.546.3494.

Seattle City Light (Electrical) Emergency 911
Outage Hotline (206) 684-7400 / Non-Emergency
(206) 684-3000

rate will remain the same -

$11.15 per month. A storm sewer is defined as a system of large pipes

and/or open ditches designed to transport storm water
and rain runoff from streets to natural bodies of water or
absorptive areas, to avoid street flooding, but excludes
sewage and industrial wastes.

CleanScapes (Solid Waste/Recycle Service)

(206) 763-4444 Ronald Wastewater

District is an independent,
Underground Utilities Locator (Call Before

: In Shoreline the sanitary and storm sewer systems are
You Dig) (800) 424-5555

separate and operate independently of each other.
Ronald Wastewater District owns and operates the
sanitary sewer system, and the City of Shoreline
operates the storm system.

non-taxing, special pur-

pose district and not part
City of Shoreline (street maintenance, storm/

of the City of Shoreline.
surface water, parks) (206) 801-2700

You, the ratepayer, elect

There are many reasons to keep the two types of sewer
systems separate. One reason is when sanitary and
storm sewer systems are “combined” the pipes that
convey the flows can quickly become overloaded during
heavy rains which can cause a combined sewer over-
flow or CSO. A CSO can result in untreated sewage
flowing directly into streams, lakes, bays, and possibly
into homes and businesses. Treating storm water at a
wastewater treatment plant is also costly and generally
unnecessary.

Always call 911 first if there is a life-threatening
emergency!
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: your commissioners to set
: policy for the District and
o

they are aware that many

ratepayers are struggling
Remember to

please keep
grease out of

to make ends meet. Now
is not the time to add to

that burden. Annually the
the sewer.

It’s a pain in

All sanitary sewer questions or issues should be di-

el Ll rected to Ronald Wastewater District at 206.546.2494.

trict's sewer charge. It will
the drain. All storm water questions should be directed to the

Ronald W
City of Shoreline at 206.801.2700 onald Wastewater

District
www.ronaldwastewater.org

do so again in October/
November 2012.
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